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Viral audio which
confuse people: the two
politicians should clarify

A viral audio record of a telephonc conversation
between two politicians which reveal Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh had finally signed against the CAB,
2016 to the memorandum submited to the Union
Home Minister along with other political party is
perhaps a good news. Not because the signing to the
memorandum which strongly demanded withdrawal
of the CAB will stop the BJP led government at the
center in making their effort of passing the Bill but
because the people of the state felt that the stand
of the Chief Minister is beyond the party dictate and
if it happens so N. Biren Singh deserves appreciaition
from all the people of the state. But why the
telephonic conversation is making viral some vested
interested people instead of directly taking it to the
newspaper or electronic media. The later part of the
conversation between the two politician at which one
seem to be camping at Delhi and another at Imphal
confuses the listener as the one camping at Delhi
seem to have stated that while meeting the Union
Home Minister, the assurance given to them was that
- the contentious Bill will not affect the North East
States of Manipur. This means that the government
at the center is all set to work out everything to pass
the Bill despite the strong protest from all political
party team of the state which was led be the Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh of the state of Manipur.

Again news report appeared today in connection
with the meeting of the Union Home Minister Rajnath
Singh and the N. Biren Singh led team from the state
of Manipur was total contrast . As per reported in
almost all newspaper here in the state the political
party team led by Chief Minister N. Biren Singh urged
the Union Home Minister to insert a safegaurding
clause in the CAB 2016 before it is place in the Rajya
Sabha so that there is adequate safegaurd for
protection of the indigenous people of the North East
states in general and Manipur in Particular when the
Bill become an Act. It is also reported that the team
welcome the clarification issued by the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs which stated that the final decision
to grant citizenship to immigrants would rest with
the state governments concern.

As per the newsreport the stand of the Chief
Minister N. biren Singh in regard of the CAB still
stand unchange. And it is still not clear on why a
telephonic conversation between two politician which
says that N. Biren Singh had agreed to oppose the
Bill and signed along with other political parties in
the the memorandum submitted to the Union Home
Minister.

This column has time and again argued the
rationale behind justifying the bill saying that it will
be exempted to the states of North East and that
the people of the land will be protected.

Knowing the fact that the contentious CAB Bill had
already passed in the lower house of the parliament,
it is known to almost everyone that addition of clauses
to the Bill should be done before it was passed in the
lower house. Besides, it is everybody’s understandings
that - it does not matter whether an illegal migrant
is not granted citizenship in the state Manipur as per
the clause (if suppose), he will be still the citizen of
the country and there is no law (as of now) to stop
any citizen of the country to enter in this part of the
country call Manipur. Chief Minister N. Biren Singh,
the one time champion of Manipur peoples’ right,
would have certainly knew the impact , but it seem
like the thrust for power compelled him to plan policy
to divert the peoples’ movement by saying things
which are illogical.

Now this paper calls on the two politicians who
spread their telephonic conversation through social
media to clarify their motives of trying to make their
conversation viral. This paper also know the name of
the two politicians but due to ethical reason we
withheld their names.
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WHY MEITEIS SHOULD NOTBE SCHEDULEDAS TRIBE
Research Scholdmta Institute of Social sciences (TISS),Mumbai

Claims that by scheduling Meiteiscomparatively and largely Manipur the creamy sections By :- Kulaijit Maisnam

as tribes, the land, the people antimphalites. They include Ex-Army become creamieo majority of the highlanders in Indian bureaucracy
its ‘unique’ ‘glorious’ culture willbe Men, retired Bureaucrats etc.people who cannot afford to ‘buy’ Of even at the state level) by
constitutionally ‘protected’.And  Interestingly they are the propertiedobs in Manipur moves to centralpenetrating into bureaucracy
there are ‘freebies’ attached: sucimiddle class unlike the standardservices. Here in the opportunitiegather it is going to reinforce and
as reservation policies, developmersociological understanding ofof central services lies the issue oftrengthen hegemonic ‘control’
funds etc. It is being argued that ifmiddle class’ possessing feudaldistributive justice when you doover highlanders by Meiteis (the
the present ‘political scenario’ tribal characteristics and mannerismsnot have the concept of creamynequitable share in state assembly
status will be far ‘lucrative’ and Their sudden interest in ST statusayer or ‘quota within quota’ in @and bureaucracy will be self-
‘feasible’ to achieve and ‘protect’ theis quite intriguing. It has also beerreservations for STwherein evident). By which the Demand
Meiteis as compared to the presergaid that claiming ST status is ameritocracy within the ST committee is solely responsible, not
Protection of Manipur Peoples Bill ‘temporary’ ‘arrangement’ until population will hijack social justice. the lager Meitei societyFor the
(PMP) 2015 and three otherManipur determines its destiny bylt will also disturb the existing very greed of these few Meitei who
supplementary bills which is lying its own and develop a mutuallystatus quo among the Meiteis whavants to pave a ‘smooth’ ‘career’
in President of India table. Even respecting polity among theare already clubbed as OBCs angath for their already ‘meritorious’
claims have been made to the extemtationalities residing inside theSCs, which has somehowchild, these Meitei elites are putting
that if Meiteis are scheduled asstate Anyway the issue here is themaintaining an equilibrium in quotathe state into another turmoil rather
tribes and at the same time if 201%roposed ‘temporary’ solution anddistribution. The ‘creamy’ Meiteis than mending hill-valley differences
bills turns into reality these its ‘temporary ramifications in the which has the capacity to sendnd antagonism by whitewashing
combination will complement eachstate. | have left with no othertheir wards to fancy elitist privatethe  mass  with unrealistic
other and ‘strengthen’ theunderstanding than saying thaschools, tuition/coaching centerspromises’, hence the ‘promises’
‘protection’ provided to the Meiteis. these section of Meiteis ‘for theetc. will swallow the available ﬂ(?edS a serious Ob_SGTVéltIOH- .
No doubt the valley needs to beiime being’ sees the ‘creamy layer'opportunities at the maximum inHill-Valley divide will go away if
‘protected’ and ‘regulated’ but theconcept in affirmative action central services and centraManipur is declared as tribal state
concern here is the possibleolicies of India aroad block for theirsponsored educational instituted1as been the most ‘catchy’ promise
negative dynamics within the Meitei‘progress’ as | very much convincedas they possess the ‘eligibility’ andnade by the Demand Committee.
society (yes within the Meitei that their ‘promises’ are mere‘merit’. One may justify Theclaimhasno objectivity initself.
society) and in relation to therethorics; cannot be operationalisedneritocracy being the best methodt seems that the Committee has no
highlanders if Meiteis are scheduledwithin the larger political economy to exercise one’ability to its full ~serious clue of what divides the hill
as tribes. | have a strong convictiorand the geo-politics of the state. potential leading to the bestand valley and which divide they are
that granting of tribal status will be Creamy layer concept is applicableoutcomes. But who are thesegoing to bridge and hawDoes it
perceived as more ‘deadly’ than theéo the Other Backward Classesneritorious people? Who decidegnean in the social sense or the
ILPS by the highlanders, as it hagOBC) identified by the governmentmerit? Is there any standardpolitical sense? Or in a geographical
components of job and educationabf India, which any Meitei can be method to access omseability and sense? If it is in the geographical
reservation and of course there isisted and many do hold themerit? These are pertinentSénse, are you going to ele_vate the
always the apprehension ofcertificate. The creamy layer refergyuestions that need serioualley to make itinto mountains? Or
structural territorial ‘encroachment’ to the relatively wealthier and betterattention and examination. The sdlatten the mountains to turn it into
which we have also seen in the caseducated members of the OBCsalled ‘meritorious’ people hasa valley? Which will be more cost
of ILPS bills (though the three billswho are ‘not eligible’ for been the creamy Meiteis ineffectivelleaveittothe Committee.
are ‘debatable’, the politics government sponsored educationaflanipur See the data of the lastet's pick up the social ‘diérences’
surrounding the three bills has teand professional benefit programsten years who has been in the tognd ‘divisions’, affirmative actions
be analysed in relation to the geoAnd this concept is not there forten list of the Sate’s secondary are meant for socio-economic
politics of the state and is beyondhe affirmative action related toand higher secondary exams. Howpliftment of the ‘disadvantaged’ not
the preview of this write-up) Scheduled Caste (SC) andmany are highlandergehd if one to push them further into fringes.
No doubt the scheduling of MeiteisScheduled Tribes (ST) (at the statelelves furtherthese ‘meritorious’ Meiteis who take pride in their 2000
as tribe is ‘legit’ within the bounds level there are segregations withirstudents will always be from theold ‘civilisation’, might be the
of the Indian Constitution and thereST and SC depending onwell to do Meitei families. In the ‘disadvantaged’ in relation to
is no concrete definition of tribe, depending on the socio-economitistory of Manipur among the mainland Indians but the Demand
rather it is conceptualised assituations of the scheduledMeiteis in the last ten years howCommittee must remember the
comprising of various parameterspopulation). Thus the ‘creamy’ many ‘meritorious’ students havehighlanders ~ are ~ more
which has been changing from timesection of the Meitei society is notcome up who are the child of daily'disadvantaged’ in relation to the
to time within the contours of the‘eligible’ for certain aspects of waged labourers? If this is themainland Indians and in relation to
socio-political context. So any affirmative action in India. Now if situation within the Meiteis, doesMeiteis. These highlanders are
community falling under those one has to escape this, the onljhe Demand Committee has anyistorically socially ‘outcasted’,
parameters can legitimately claim theption left is to move to schedulingidea what will be the situation in orchestrated’ for being non hindu
status and enjoy the constitutionahs Tribal as Scheduled Casteelation to highlanders who are thédy the Meiteis. Even some of them
provisions. But why claim this ‘legit’ categorisation adopts a differentperiphery’, when all the facilities Were brought into the valley as
demand which will yield a possible Episteme. Their issues with thisand resources (health, educatioflaves to the Monarch. The genesis
catastrophe in the State and furthezoncept of creamy layer alreadyetc.) are centered around Imphal®f heretical discriminatory outlooks
strengthen the hill-valley been expressed in public domaindhose who have the ‘access’ willand practices might be because of
dichotomy? For this very reason theand is quite derogatory and beyondbe of course become thethe evilest religion on earth:
present move needs a seriouthe idea of social justice. ‘meritorious’. Meiteis will be Hinduism, but has become more of a
scrutiny by dissecting the Affirmative action or reservation ‘meritorious’ when you make day to day social practice where one
movement itself and engaging withsystem otherwise has long historyMeitei language the ‘official’ and has ingrained those discriminatory
the possible ramifications. So hereirin India tracing it to the colonial the medium of instruction in outlooks in the psyche of the larger
the line of argument opposing thetimes where certain ‘depresseceducational institutes starting fromMeitei populace. The hierarchy has
move will be not on the thesis ofclass’ were given quotas in Jobs angrimary education. How many been acquéd from the long socio-
Meiteis crossing the stage of ‘tribe’Education  to increase theschools are there in the highlandvstorical process, constitutionally
guided by the Social Darwinismopportunities for enhanced socialyillages which uses their owntagging Meiteis as ‘tribe’ will never
which projects a linear developmeneducational and economic status omother tongue as medium ofwipe theidentity of being a
of society as sometimes suchthe underprivileged communities toinstruction? If it exists, how many ‘Meitei’ and its social relations
arguments succumbs to labellingnake in par with the ‘mainstream’ teachers are there who are from thayith the highlanderstou are still
the contemporary tribes as non{many intellects still claims that village speaking the local dialect?a Meitei to the highlanders, they
contemporary stuck in a particularBritishers have liberated thelmagine a child has to learn awill notlook at you as one of them:
stage of societal evolution, staticdepressed class from certairforeign language and at the sam@ tribe, which is just a mere
or in other words ‘denial of practices of caste). In Manipurtime learn ‘modern knowledge’ to categorisation for political and
coevalness’ in the words ofMeiteis are the ‘mainstrean®gain  be ‘eligible’ for jobs. Is it not administrative purposes in India.
Johannes Fabian; hence requiringn the other side Biharis, Bengalisanother road block to becomeEven in the central India the
‘mainstreaming’. Rather my Malayalis etc are the mainstream inmeritorious’? When you have so'Scheduled as Tribe' calls
arguments will be more on relation to MeiteisAnd within these much of socio-economic disparitiesthemselves and by others
dissecting the movement and theationalities are class/caste antetween hills and plains andcollectively as ‘adivasis’ and the
‘promises’ espoused by the Demandther form of disadvantages etc. sdiscriminatory policies from top till perceived identities of the ‘self
Committee and the grounds foryou have affirmative actions at thethe grassroot itself how can ondh relations to the ‘others’ does
possible conflict among the variouscentral level and state level; filteringjustify meritocracy? Meritocracy not fade away till todaywhat |
communities in Manipur and evenit down to the grass root. If the statewill breed elitism, class antagonismam trying to say is that the
among the Meiteis. The Movementof Manipur is declared as @lal The move by the demandacquired identity form a long
is premised on three core ‘promises’state, we can have a contextualisecommittee is a tight slap to the ideg0cio-political process is not
Peace, harmony and equality amongffirmative actions (‘quota within of social justice considering theQ_Oing to go away anq at the same
the communities (undoing thea quota’ as expressed by theurrent political economy of thetime, how the highlanders
constitutional division is the loose Demand Committee). Now the factState. When there is no equity howperceive Meiteis and how they
phrase the demand committee isf the matter is that, and which Ican you talk of equality? attribute identitie(s) to the
using in achieving the saidam trying to make is that the statéfhe Demand Committee assertd/eiteis is also from the same or
‘promise’)  especially the level affirmative actions will not be that Meiteis will ‘control’ India if parallely different long socio-
highlanders and Meiteis; freebieghat ‘lucrative’ considering the scheduled as Tribe. The Committe@olitical processes that Manipur
and job opportunities in statenumber and frequency of the stat@eeds a serious understanding dtas gone through till naws not
services; protection of land andgovernment job opportunities (thiswhat is bureaucracy and where ig0ing to fade right awayThis
culture of the ‘unprotected’ Meiteis. the Demand Committee knows)figures out in the polity of a nation-Status quo cannot be easily
First we need to identify these groupCurrently Even the few jobs thestate. The move is not going tochallenged.And importantly
of Meiteis who are demanding tribalstate has, is being ‘sold’ to the‘control’ India by the ‘Meiteis’ cannot be challenged by Meitei
status. The movement has beeftreamy’ section of the society (ironically the Demand Commée merely scheduling as tribe
spearheading from the beginning byvhich have enough ‘capacity’ towhose aim is to establish ‘equality’social ‘mingling’ probably would.
the ‘creamy’ section of the Meitei ‘buy’. Whether one is scheduledamong the citizens of Manipur does

society who are well establishedas tribe of not it hardly matters innot  celdrate presence of (Tobecontd....)

Phone No. 9862860745 for any purpose.



